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NOTE: This fact sheet highlights the key funding announcements made though the 2020-21 State and Federal Budgets. It does not include all 
initiatives relating to support for vulnerable communities. All funding commences in 2020-21, unless otherwise stated. 

The annual budgets outline the State and Federal Government’s 

income, policy priorities and investment for the years ahead. What do 

the budgets mean for support for vulnerable communities?   

 
State Budget  
 

Support services 
 $1.4 billion over four years for Child 

Protection and Family Services 
initiatives, including a COVID-19 social 

service response, maintaining capacity of the 
children and families system, and extended 
support for young people in out of home care 
until the age of 21 years. 
 

 $886.9 million in 2020-21 for ageing, aged 
and home care supports, including in-
home, specialist geriatric and residential 
care, and community based programs for 
older people, people with disability and 
carers.  
 

 $220.5 million over four years for Disability 
Services, including the State Disability Plan 

and support for services that fall outside the 
scope of the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme in Victoria.  
 

 $75.2 million for additional Ageing, Aged 
and Home Care initiatives, including 

improving social connections across 
generations and responses to elder abuse. 
 

 $11.5 million in 2020-21 for youth 
initiatives, including culturally-specific 
community support groups and programs 
that support young people at risk of 

disengagement.  

Federal Budget  
 
Income Support 
 $16.8 billion over five years from 2019-20 to 

provide income support to new and 
existing recipients, including a new time-

limited Coronavirus Supplement. (NOTE: The 

Supplement was introduced in April 2020 at a rate of 

$550 per fortnight, and was reduced to $250 from 25 
September 2020. It was subsequently extended until 

March 2021, with the rate dropping to $150 per fortnight 
from 1 January 2021).  
 

 $2.6 billion over three years to provide two 
separate $250 economic support 
payments to eligible recipients of income 
support payments and health care card 
holders. 

 

Support services 
 $1.6 billion over four years for an additional 

23,000 home care packages across all 
package levels. 
  

 $798.8 million over four years to fund the 
National Disability Insurance Agency and 
the National Disability Insurance Scheme 

Quality and Safeguards Commission.  
 

 $746.3 million over four years to support 
the aged care sector throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including financial 
support for residential aged care and home 
care providers and workers, and funding to 
manage and prevent COVID-19 outbreaks.  
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State Budget  
 

First Nations People 
 $357.0 million over four years for support 

for Aboriginal communities, including 

funding to reduce representation of 
Aboriginal children in care, support 
community-led health and social services, 
and deliver Aboriginal Community 
Infrastructure.  
 

 $20.2 million over three years to continue 
working towards a Treaty for Victoria, 
including funding for the First Peoples’ 
Assembly of Victoria and a new awareness 
building campaign.  

 

Culturally and linguistically diverse 
communities  

 $34.3 million over two years to support 
economic recovery for multicultural 
communities and young people, including 
improved access to employment pathways 
services, seed funding grants for African-
Australian businesses, and playgroups to 
support parents from recently arrived refugee 
and asylum seeker backgrounds. 
 

 $20.4 million in 2020-21 to support 
multicultural and multi-faith 
communities during the COVID-19 

pandemic, including food relief, remote 
welfare checks, assistance packages for 
asylum seekers, and engagement activities to 
ensure COVID-19 messages reach all 
communities.   

 

Federal Budget  
 

First Nations People 
 $46.5 million over four years to support 

Priority Reform Two of the new National 

Agreement on Closing the Gap, which 
relates to building the Community Controlled 
Sector.  
 

 $39.8 million over four years for the 
Clontarf Foundation to expand and extend 

its existing program, which supports the 
education, life skills, and employment 
prospects of young Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander men.  
 

 $19.8 million over two years from 2019-20 to 
support three Commonwealth wholly-
owned Indigenous subsidiaries that have 
been severely impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

Humanitarian settlement program 
 -$911.3 million over four years to reduce the 

ceiling on the Humanitarian Settlement 

Program by 5,000 places (to 13,750 places).  
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Discussion Questions 
 
1. What are the welcome initiatives and critical gaps arising 

from the State and Federal Budgets?  

2. What priorities and opportunities should underpin our 

funding programs and advocacy in this topic area? 


