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Meeting No. 400  9 February 2016 

Report 12.7 – Ballarat Rail-Line Action Committee 
 
Directorate:  Infrastructure and Environment 
Director:  Neil Whiteside 
Policy:  Brimbank Transport Priorities Paper 
Attachment(s): Nil 
 
Purpose 
 
For Council to consider becoming a member of the Ballarat Rail-Line Action Committee 
(BRAC). 
 
Report 
 
1. Background 
 
The existing rail line beyond Sunshine to Melton mostly consists of a single, non-
electrified track and is therefore only able to be serviced by the V/Line diesel rail service. 
This service has limited passenger carrying capacity, which restricts access to public 
transport for many people in the west of Melbourne. 
 
The duplication and electrification of the rail line between Sunshine and Melton was 
identified as a project in the Public Transport Victoria’s Network Development Plan – 
Metropolitan Rail (2012).   
 
There has been large population growth in the western area of Brimbank. To the west of 
Brimbank, the City of Melton is expected to ultimately develop to a population over 
400,000, placing a demand on the transport system that cannot be met with the current 
infrastructure.   
 
Melton City Council has taken the lead in inviting affected municipalities (including 
Brimbank City Council, Ararat Rural City Council, Ballarat City Council, Moorabool Shire 
Council and Pyrenees Shire Council) and other key stakeholders, to form an action group 
to advocate for improvements to the Ballarat/Ararat and Maryborough railway lines. It is 
proposed the structure of the group be a committee of Mayors from all affected 
municipalities (the BRAC), and a working group to support the committee, made up of 
Chief Executive Officers or their delegates (the Working Group).   
 
The proposed BRAC would meet approximately four (4) times per year, with a strategic 
outlook, and to approve campaign strategies. The Working Group would initially meet 
monthly to develop strategies, represent council views, and endorse approaches and 
initiatives to take back to individual councils.  
 
2. Consultation 
 
Brimbank City Council has long advocated for the duplication and electrification of the 
railway line to Melton. This project is included within Council’s Transport Priorities Paper 
as a key initiative. 
 
3. Analysis 
 
The intent of the BRAC is to advocate for key improvements in access to public transport 
for the broader region, with an agreed strategy to be developed.  
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Report 12.7 - Ballarat Rail-Line Action Committee (continued) 
 
Short-term enhancements may include improved timetabling and augmented rolling 
stock, while advocacy would be around the duplication and electrification of the Sunshine 
to Melton line. 
 
The proposed BRAC would provide a regional alliance that would be able to provide 
appropriate representation to groups such as Infrastructure Australia and Infrastructure 
Victoria. 
 
The proposed improvements to services on this line would greatly improve the access to 
education, employment and leisure opportunities for residents to the west of Sunshine, 
including those from Ardeer, Deer Park and Derrimut.  
 
The high cost of running cars is a significant proportion of many household budgets in 
Brimbank, and proposals to improve access to the public transport system should be 
strongly supported. Improvements to this rail corridor would also reduce the amount of 
traffic, having a positive effect on road congestion. 
 
4. Resource Implications 
 
Resource requirements can be met within Council’s 2015/2016 Annual Budget. 
 
5. Compliance Statement 
 
The recommendation made in this report is consistent with Council’s Transport Priorities 
Paper. 
 
6. Officer Recommendation 
 
That Council: 
 
a. Appoints the Chair of Brimbank’s Panel of Administrators, John Watson, 

to act as Brimbank City Council’s representative on the Ballarat Rail-Line 
Action Committee. 
 

b. Notes the Chief Executive Officer, or delegate, will participate in a 
Working Group to support the Ballarat Rail-Line Action Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 




