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Meeting No. 400  9 February 2016 

Report 12.10 – Brimbank City Council Submission to the Sustainability Fund 
Priority Statement Review 
 
Directorate:  Infrastructure and Environment 
Director:  Neil Whiteside 
Policy: Brimbank Community Plan 2009-2030 (Updated 2013), Brimbank 

Council Plan 2013-2017 (Updated 2015), Brimbank Sustainability 
Policy and Framework, Brimbank Waste Management Strategy 
2007-2017, Brimbank Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strategy 2013-
2023 

Attachments: 1. Draft Sustainability Fund Priority Statement 
   2. Submission to the Sustainability Fund Priority Statement Review 
 
Purpose 
 
For Council to consider the submission to the Sustainability Fund Priority Statement 
Review. 
 
Report 
 
1. Background 
 
The Sustainability Fund (the Fund) is a perpetual fund that receives money collected 
from Victorian landfill levies, after funds are distributed to key environmental agencies 
including the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Sustainability Victoria and 
Victorian Waste and Resource Recovery Groups.  
 
The purpose of the Fund is to foster environmentally sustainable resource use and best 
practice in waste management, and community action or innovation to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions or adaptation to climate change. 
 
The Sustainability Fund Priority Statement sets out the priorities of the State 
Government within the legislated areas of waste, resource recovery and climate change, 
and how funds will be invested. The existing priority statement was prepared in 2012 
and reflects the priorities of the previous State Government. 
 
A Draft Sustainability Fund Priority Statement (at Attachment 1 to this report) was 
released by the Department Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) for 
community consultation. The consultation period ended on 20 December 2015. Due to 
the deadline for submissions, a submission was forwarded by Council officers to DELWP 
on 18 December 2015 (at Attachment 2 to this report).   
 
2. Consultation 
 
Extensive consultation was undertaken to inform the development of the Brimbank 
Waste Management Strategy 2007-2017 and Brimbank Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
Strategy 2013-2023.  
 
3. Analysis 
 
Brimbank is supportive of priorities identified within the Draft Sustainability Fund Priority 
Statement, and supports initiatives that foster employment, new technology and 
innovation, resource efficiency or ongoing behaviour change. 
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Brimbank is also supportive of measures that ensure its environment remains healthy, 
and that minimises impacts on the environment by generating less waste, and reducing 
the amount of greenhouse gas emissions generated. 
 
The Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) estimates the Fund has gathered half a 
billion dollars in reserves through the collection of the landfill levy across all forms of 
waste, including municipal, commercial and industrial, and construction and demolition. 
Brimbank, through the residential kerbside garbage collection service and municipal 
operations, has contributed an estimated $2,979,113 in 2014/2015 alone, and over 
$10.2 million to the Fund since 2011/2012.  
 
While the submission expresses support for the State Government’s priorities that have 
driven a review of the Fund, it also recommends income derived through the Fund is 
expended within two (2) years of its collection.  
 
In the submission, Brimbank also recommends current accrued savings within the Fund 
are expended on environmental action within two (2) years.   
 
4. Resource Implications 
 
There are no resource implications.  
 
5. Compliance Statement 
 
This report has been prepared in accordance with the Brimbank Community Plan 2009-
2030 (Updated 2013), Brimbank Council Plan 2013-2017 (Updated 2015), Brimbank 
Sustainability Policy and Framework, Brimbank Waste Management Strategy 2007-2017 
and the Brimbank Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strategy 2013-2023. 
 
6. Officer Recommendation 
 
That Council endorses the submission to the Sustainability Fund Priority 
Statement Review, at Attachment 2 to this report. 
 
 



      Sustainability Fund – Priority Statement 

 

 

A healthy environment provides the foundation for our social and economic well-being now and 
into the future.  

We need to work together to make sure our environment remains healthy and can support us and future 
generations of Victorian families to prosper. This includes minimising our impact on the environment, for example 
by generating less waste and disposing of it efficiently while also reducing the amount of greenhouse gases we emit 
into our atmosphere. It also includes preparing for and adapting to the impacts of climate change. 

We all have a role to play in keeping our environment healthy: government, business, communities and individuals. 
Every time we reduce, reuse or recycle we are generating less waste and reducing greenhouse gases associated with 
production and landfill. 

Victoria’s Landfill Levies – what will we invest in? 

The revenue generated from the landfill levy is allocated by ministerial determination to fund some of our important 
government environmental agencies such as the Environment Protection Authority, Sustainability Victoria and 
Victoria’s Waste and Resource Recovery Groups.  

Victoria’s landfill levies help us to lower our impact on the environment in two ways: by encouraging people to find 
alternative, more innovative ways to dispose of their waste than landfill, and by providing funds to support Victorian 
communities and businesses to reduce negative impacts on the environment and adapt to the future impacts of 
climate change through innovation and stimulating viable industries, creating jobs for Victorians.  

Remaining funds provide revenue into the Sustainability Fund. This fund is set up in legislation to ensure that 
Victoria is lowering our impact on the environment through reducing impacts from waste, limiting our greenhouse 
gas emissions, helping our communities and natural environments adapt to climate change and building a more 
sustainable future. Funds must be allocated in accordance with the Environment Protection Act 1970 and the 
priorities identified below.  

For the period of this statement the strategic priorities for the Sustainability Fund are as follows, with preference 
given to initiatives that also foster employment, new technology and innovation, resource efficiency or ongoing 
behaviour change. 

Legislated 
purpose: 

Fostering environmentally sustainable uses of 
resources and best practices in waste management 
to advance the social and economic development of 
Victoria 

Fostering community action or innovation in 
relation to the reduction of greenhouse gas 
substance emissions [mitigation] or adaptation or 
adjustment to climate change in Victoria 

Strategic 
priorities: 

 

Investment will prioritise : 

1. making alternatives to landfill more viable and 
cost competitive through the stimulation, 
creation and expansion of viable markets for 
recycled and recovered materials; 

2. facilitating a network of best practice waste and 
resource recovery infrastructure which minimises 
public health and environmental impacts and 
maximises resource recovery opportunities; 

3. providing equity in access to, and reducing 
impacts of, waste and resource recovery services 
on communities; and 

4. modernising  the management of legacy 
contamination or pollution. 

Investment will be guided by Victorian government 
policies, including the Statewide Waste and Resource 
Recovery Infrastructure Plan, Regional Waste and 
Resource Recovery Implementation Plans and other 
relevant strategies. 

Investment will prioritise: 

1. supporting individuals, communities and 
industry to transition to a low carbon economy; 

2. supporting Victorians to adapt to the impacts of 
climate change, particularly those most 
vulnerable and least able to do so; and 

3. assisting Victoria's ecosystems and native 
species to be more resilient to climate change 
and/or support mitigation outcomes. 

Investment will be guided by Victorian 
government policies, including the Victorian 
Climate Change Adaptation Plan, Energy Efficiency 
and Productivity Statement, Biodiversity Strategy 
and other relevant strategies. 

 

The Hon DANIEL ANDREWS MP 

Premier 

The Hon LISA NEVILLE MP 

Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water 
 
 

“Sustainability Fund” means the fund established and maintained by the Department of Environment, Land, 

Water and Planning under section 70F of the Environment Protection Act 1970. 
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1. Introduction 

Brimbank City Council (“Council”) welcomes the opportunity 

to provide the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 

(DELWP) with a submission in response to the draft Sustainability Fund 

Priority Statement.  

 

Council is supportive of the Victorian Government’s priorities that have 

driven this review, which is to position Victoria as a leader in resource 

recovery and waste management, and climate change mitigation and 

adaptation.  

 

Council also welcomes and is supportive of the review’s objective, which 

is to clarify the context of the Sustainability Fund and the legislated 

purpose of the landfill levies, and to encourage innovation and generate 

employment in industries that work to reduce the impact of climate 

change and waste on our communities.  

 

 

2. Landfill Levy 

The landfill levy was introduced into the Environment Protection Act 1970 

in 1992 at a rate of $2.00 per tonne of waste collected and deposited by a 

municipal council. Since that time the landfill levy has steadily increased 

to its current rate of $59.00 per tonne. It is understood that monies paid 

under the landfill levy are credited to the Environment Protection Fund 

and that monies are then directed from the Environment Protection Fund 

to fund the activities of EPA, Sustainability Victoria, Metropolitan Waste 

and Resource Recovery Group and the 12 regional waste and resource 

recovery groups. Any remaining funds are directed to the Sustainability 

Fund which is then distributed in accordance with the Priority Statement.   

 

Based on a current rate per tonne of $59.00, Council estimates it has 

contributed $2,979,113 alone in 2014/15 to the Sustainability Fund, and 

over $10.2 million since 2011/12.   

 

 

3. The draft Priority Statement 

Council is supportive of measures that ensure our environment remains 

healthy and which minimise our impact on the environment, by 

generating less waste while also reducing the amount of greenhouse gas 
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emissions generated. Council has adopted a range of strategies and 

implemented programs that contribute to this aim, including the Brimbank 

Waste Management Strategy, Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strategy and 

Biodiversity Strategy.   

 

Council is supportive of the strategic priorities identified within the draft 

Priority Statement, and supports initiatives that foster employment, new 

technology and innovation, resource efficiency or ongoing behaviour 

change. 

 
Council notes, nevertheless, that the Sustainability Fund has not achieved 

its intended purpose. Monies collected through the Sustainability Fund, 

which the Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) states is close to half a 

billion dollars, have not been reinvested back into the community. Indeed, 

Council is disappointed that funds collected through the levy have not 

been directed towards assisting councils in progressing meaningful 

environmental action.   

 

Council supports the MAV in its request to ensure that all income in the 

Sustainability Fund from a given year is expended within the next two (2) 

years. Council also supports the request that accrued savings currently 

within the Fund are expended within two years on environmental action. 

 

 

3.1 Priority allocation 

Council supports the prioritised measures highlighted within the 

Sustainability Fund, under the first legislated purpose. Council also 

supports the MAV request that at least 50% of Sustainability Fund 

expenditure is directed towards action that promotes best practice waste 

management and sustainable resource use. As a legislated purpose, these 

priorities align with Council’s programs which reduce waste, increase 

recycling rates, reduce contamination and promote innovative 

technologies such as organic treatment processes, waste to energy 

solutions and tyre and mattress recycling. 

 

In a recent submission to the Draft Metropolitan Waste and Resource 

Recovery Implementation Plan, Council noted an increasing reliance on 

Melbourne’s north and west regions to accepting a greater proportion and 

volume of metropolitan waste. Council recommends that a significant 

amount of the fund must be directed to investing in new technology and 

best practice in Melbourne’s north and west.  
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Council has identified the rollout of an organics waste service as an 

opportunity to divert waste from landfill, and a funding incentive towards 

this initiative is recommended.  

 

Funding towards product stewardship should be considered to reduce 

waste generation. Initiatives by the State Government to ban e-waste 

from landfill will require funding support for recovery centres and 

associated processing disposal costs.  

 

It is recommended that funding be prioritised for education programs, 

which complement and assist initiatives to reduce waste to landfill and the 

uptake of new technologies. The success of the Brimbank GEMS program, 

which engages community members and rewards action that reduces 

recycling contamination, is indicative of education programs delivered at a 

municipal level that is engendering real change.  

 

Council notes the financial burden carried by local government in 

rehabilitating former landfills to comply with EPA standards. It is 

recommended that monies be allocated through the Sustainability Fund 

towards the cost of monitoring and management works for the treatment 

or disposal of wastes, landfill gas and groundwater contamination in 

compliance with the Environment Protection Act.  

 

Council recommends use of the fund to provide infrastructure that 

supports the development of state significant resource recovery hubs, 

that incentivises innovation and technological upgrades to improve 

existing operations and to reducing amenity impacts.  

 

Council supports the priorities outlined under the second legislated 

purpose, which focus around community action to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and to adapt to climate change. Council has adopted a 

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strategy which sets a target of a 50% 

reduction in 2011 emissions by 2022/23. Council has also commenced 

measures aimed at reducing the impact and improving the resilience of 

Council’s services and the community to the effects of climate change.  

 

Council supports measures that enable transition to a low carbon 

economy, which is key objective of Low Carbon West. Developed by the 

Western Alliance for Greenhouse Action (WAGA), Low Carbon West 
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provides a suite of actions aimed at transitioning industry and 

communities to a low carbon future.  

 

A key action identified within the Biodiversity Strategy, Council is also 

supportive of measures that assist Victoria's ecosystems and native 

species to be more resilient to climate change.  

 

In summary, Council welcomes the review’s objective and is supportive of 

measures that ensure our environment remains healthy and which 

minimise our impact on the environment. Council requests that all income 

in the Sustainability Fund from a given year is expended within the next 

two (2) years and that accrued savings within the Fund are expended 

within two years on environmental action. Council recommends that a 

significant amount of the fund be directed to investing in new technology 

and best practice in Melbourne’s north and west, including the 

development of state significant waste and resource recovery hubs, 

incentives for innovation including the rollout of an organics waste 

service, technology upgrades and support in  rehabilitating closed 

landfills.   

 

 

  

 

 




