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Attachment: 1. Submission to the Water for Victoria - Discussion Paper 
 
Purpose 
 
For Council to consider the submission to the Water for Victoria - Discussion Paper (the 
Submission), at Attachment 1 to this report. 
 
Report 
 
1. Background 
 
The Draft Water for Victoria - Discussion Paper (Discussion Paper) presents the water 
management opportunities and challenges facing Victoria over the coming decades. The 
Discussion Paper (http://haveyoursay.delwp.vic.gov.au/water-for-victoria) sets out a 
range of strategic directions that will inform the Victorian Government’s Water Plan, 
which will be developed later this year.  
 
The key opportunities and challenges identified in the Discussion Paper are: 
• The threat posed by climate change and the need for adaptive measures to improve 

the resilience of service delivery  
• The challenges of servicing a growing population  
• That a healthy environment underpins our community and a productive economy 
• That water provides a range of liveability and recreational benefits.   
 
The Discussion Paper identifies nine (9) key focus areas to achieve a strong and resilient 
future:  
• Responding to climate change 
• Managing waterway and catchment health 
• Managing water for agriculture 
• Developing resilient and liveable cities and towns 
• Recognising and managing for Aboriginal values 
• Recognising recreational values 
• Strengthening water entitlement and planning frameworks 
• Realising the potential of the grid and markets 
• Focusing on jobs, economy and innovation.  
 
2. Consultation 
 
Extensive consultation was undertaken to inform the development of the Brimbank 
Sustainable Water Strategy 2013-2023 (Water Strategy) and the Brimbank Greenhouse 
Reduction Strategy 2013-2023 (Greenhouse Reduction Strategy).  
 

http://haveyoursay.delwp.vic.gov.au/water-for-victoria
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3. Analysis 
 
The Submission is broadly supportive of the vision that guides the Discussion Paper and 
the key focus areas that will inform the development of the Victorian Government’s 
Water Plan. The Discussion Paper provides a comprehensive identification of the key 
opportunities and challenges of water management in Victoria. The opportunities and 
challenges within an urban context are complimentary to the objectives and measures 
set within the Water Strategy and Greenhouse Reduction Strategy. 
 
For key focus areas, the Submission recommends: 
• Ensuring the water-energy nexus is considered and prioritised to ensure water is 

supplied efficiently with minimal greenhouse gases emitted 
• Continuing to work in partnership with councils through funding and capacity 

building for water sensitive urban design, stormwater harvesting and revegetation 
and tree planting initiatives that realise significant water quality and quantity 
improvements 

• Working closely with Local Government to ensure alignment with municipal 
greenhouse and water targets that deliver sustainable economic, social and 
environmental outcomes  

• Re-engaging the community on water efficiency and demand measures  
• Considering the cost to councils and the community of a switch to desalination, 

which will impact considerably on the cost of providing services such as open space 
irrigation and the management of aquatic centres.   

 
4. Resource Implications 
 
There are no resource implications.  
 
5. Compliance Statement 
 
This report has been prepared in accordance with the Community Plan 2009-2030 
(Updated 2013), Brimbank Council Plan 2013-2017 (Updated 2015), Sustainability Policy 
and Framework, Water Strategy and Greenhouse Reduction Strategy. 
 
Conflict of Interest Declaration 
The Local Government Act 1989 requires Council officers, and anyone engaged under 
contract, providing advice to Council to disclose any conflict of interest in a matter to 
which the advice relates. Council officers contributing to the preparation and approval of 
this report, have no conflicts of interest to declare. 
 
6. Officer Recommendation 
 
That Council endorses the submission to the Water for Victoria - Discussion 
Paper, at Attachment 1 to this report. 
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1. Introduction 

Brimbank City Council (“Council”) welcomes the opportunity to provide 

the Victorian Government with a submission in response to the ‘Water for 

Victoria’ – Discussion Paper.  

 

Council is supportive of the vision within the Discussion Paper, which 

acknowledges that water is fundamental to our communities and that 

water must be managed to support a healthy environment, a prosperous 

economy and thriving communities.  

 

Council is also broadly supportive of the opportunities and challenges 

identified in the Discussion Paper. These opportunities and challenges are 

reflected in Council’s strategic documents and include; 

• the threat posed by climate change and the need for adaptive 

measures to improve the resilience of service delivery  

• the challenges of servicing a growing population  

• that a healthy environment underpins our community and a 

productive economy 

• that water provides a range of liveability and recreational benefits.   

 

Council has adopted a range of strategies that align with the vision and 

objectives within the Water for Victoria – Discussion Paper. This includes 

Council’s Sustainable Water Strategy 2013-2023, which has set a range of 

integrated water targets including a 14% reduction of 2007/08 water use 

by 2022/23; for 70% of open space/sports field demand to be met by 

alternative water; and for an improvement in stormwater quality including 

reductions in total suspended solids, nitrogen and phosphorous.  

 

Council’s Greenhouse Reduction Strategy 2013-2023 commits Council to a 

50% reduction of its 2011 corporate emissions by 2023. Since its 

adoption, Council has implemented a range of innovative energy 

efficiency, renewable energy and behaviour change measures that have 

already reduced our emissions by 7% in 2014/15. As such, Council 

supports the State Government’s intent to position Victoria as a leader in 

climate change action.  

   

 

2. Climate Change 

Council broadly supports the objectives and strategic directions identified 

within this section. Council agrees that the water sector will play an 



important role in both climate change mitigation and helping our 

communities adapt to the impacts of climate change.  

 

Regarding climate mitigation concerns, Council proposes the Victorian 

Government: 

• ensure the water-energy nexus is considered and prioritised to 

ensure water is supplied efficiently with minimal greenhouse gases 

emitted 

• continue to invest in diversifying water supplies that ensure 

localised, low embodied energy options such as stormwater and 

rooftop harvesting are funded 

• work closely with and support local government to ensure alignment 

with municipal greenhouse and water targets that deliver 

sustainable economic, social and environmental outcomes  

• re-engage the community on measures to improve water efficiency 

and to reduce water demand.  

  

With regards to climate adaptive measures, Council has assessed key 

risks to its service delivery and to the community as a result of a 

changing climate. These risks include heatwave vulnerability, an increase 

in drought conditions that result in decreased water availability and a 

reduction in the reliability of stormwater assets and drainage.  

 

Regarding climate adaptive measures, Council proposes the Victorian 

Government aim for a framework governing water supplies that:  

• perform under a number of different climate scenarios  

• build in resilience and/or redundancy 

• protect the community and the environment 

• avoid an increase in greenhouse gas emissions.  

 

 

3. Waterway and Catchment Health 

Council broadly supports the objectives and strategic directions identified 

in this section. Council agrees with the need to protect waterways from 
the adverse impacts of human use and to improve the condition of priority 

waterways to support the environmental, social, cultural and economic 

needs and values of communities. 
 

Through Brimbank’s Sustainable Water Strategy, Council has delivered a 

significant number of infrastructure programs that improve waterway and 

catchment health including water sensitive urban design treatments and 

five stormwater harvesting systems. Council has also, through its 



Biodiversity Strategy, revegetated significant sections of waterways within 

Brimbank, including the Maribyrnong and Kororoit Creek and various 

tributaries. Council also works closely with and supports the numerous 

community groups, such as Friends groups, that assist with waterway and 

catchment health.  

 

Regarding waterway and catchment health, Council proposes the Victorian 

Government:  

• Continue to assist councils with funding and capacity building for 

water sensitive urban design, stormwater harvesting and 

revegetation and tree planting initiatives that realise significant 

water quality improvements 

• Lead and engage multiple councils on catchment-based approaches 

that identify prioritised opportunities to improve waterway health, 

such as targeted WSUD and stormwater/rooftop harvesting 

programs   

• Continue to assist councils and community groups in their 

revegetation and waterway improvement programs  

• Ensure revegetation and waterway improvement programs of 

significant scale and importance are administered through State or 

municipal offices and are not dependent on volunteer administration 

and labour, but rather use this community resource as a support 

mechanism   

• Ensure community grant opportunities and on-ground works align 

succinctly with State and local strategies and targets for waterway 

improvement 

• Consider initiating a long term monitoring program for the 

Maribyrnong River, given its significance to communities and the 

ecology of Melbourne’s west. 

 

      

4. Resilient and Liveable Cities and Towns  

Council broadly supports the objectives and strategic directions identified 

in this section. Council agrees that resilient and liveable cities and towns 
are fundamental to economic prosperity, social and environmental needs, 

and community identity and wellbeing. Council is also supportive of the 

strategic directions identified, which include diversifying water supplies 
and delivering multiple benefits and community outcomes.  

 

Council is currently developing an Urban Forest Strategy, which puts 

forward a suite of actions to increase canopy cover across Brimbank from 



6% to 30%. This will provide significant resilience and liveability benefits 

and help improve stormwater quality entering our waterways.    

 

Regarding resilient and liveable cities and towns, Council proposes the 

Victorian Government:  

• consider and prioritise the embodied energy requirements of water 

supplies when identifying opportunities to diversify water supplies 

• consider the cost to councils and the community of a switch to 

desalination, which will impact considerably on the cost of providing 

services such as open space irrigation and the management of 

aquatic centres   

• prioritise ecological considerations as part of opportunities for 

stormwater management 

• continue working with councils to improve tree canopy coverage 

including funding opportunities 

• utilise the statutory planning scheme to support liveability 

objectives, including the encouragement of vegetation planting, tree 

protection and broader environmentally sensitive design (ESD) 

measures that support water efficiency and climate adaptation 

• with fit for purpose considerations, ensure reclaimed water is 

suitable for long term usage on soils, inclusive of heavy metals, 

high sodium and Ph measures 

• regarding recycled water, Council is presently restricted from using 

recycled water due to the potential risk to human exposure. If more 

of this water is available, then a review of permissible irrigation 

cycles is required.  

     

 

5. Recognising Recreational Value 

Council manages 76 playing fields, 243 passive recreational spaces and 2 

regional aquatic centres within the municipality. These assets provide 

critical recreational opportunities for the community of Brimbank. These 

assets also require a significant amount of water to remain viable and 

cost Council approximately $1 million per annum in water billing.  

 

Through Council’s Sustainable Water Strategy, a range of water efficiency 

measures have been implemented to reduce water use at recreational 

facilities, including rainwater tank installations, irrigation system 

improvements and warm season grass conversions at playing fields. With 

State Government support, Council has also invested in stormwater 

harvesting systems that ensure playing fields remain playable throughout 



the year. These measures provide resilience to these assets against future 

shocks such as severe drought conditions and water restrictions.  

 

Regarding the recognition of recreational value, Council proposes the 

Victorian Government:  

• Assist councils with funding for stormwater and rooftop harvesting 

opportunities and for water efficiency improvements including warm 

season grass conversion programs to ensure an expanding range of 

community assets are resilient to future shocks.  

 

   




